
Editorial
Professor Emma Wilson, Vice-Master, Professor of French Literature
and the Visual Arts, College Tutor and Director of Studies in Modern
and Medieval Languages
 
Exams are mostly over now. One of my students told me the time flew by.
Another, one of the ones who stayed, said that she has cycled round
Cambridge, seen the Cambridge Central Mosque (Europe’s first eco-friendly
mosque) and shopped in the delis on Mill Road. She told me she felt for the
first time that she has roots here in Cambridge and that this is the place she
lives in now.
  

This week in Corpus, undergraduates have begun to return to collect their possessions, often left at short
notice sometime in March.  Sarah Wordsworth, Sandra, the head housekeeper, the porters, and Wendy
and Emma, the tutorial administrators, have miraculously made it all work. Timing has been smooth, lives
here packed up in half a day. The year has been arrested, no spring or summer here for most students, no
warm, long evenings or flowers in the gardens at Leckhampton.  The glimpse of College, a quick return,
has been precious. For the students abroad, Sandra and her team will take over the packing, and boxes
will be shipped.
 
At home, I’m starting to work on pieces that are overdue. One is an essay on the work of a young woman
photographer, Kadie Salmon, who was to have an exhibition in London this June. Her work references
French eighteenth-century painting and nineteenth-century photography. In hand-coloured, long- and
multiple-exposure photographs, Salmon finds a visual form for wishfulness, the shadowy happenings of
the imagination. Another is on the exhibition Linderism that is currently held suspended at Kettle’s Yard.
There is a surreal Pompeii aspect to the empty galleries, and to the student rooms, the unlived term. The
connections we still have somehow mean something more.
 
To mark Corpus Christi day this year, in a moving virtual meeting, the Master invited the Donnelley Fellow
Librarian to talk about the early years of the College, and the Dean of Chapel to say a prayer by Matthew
Parker. Then the Master proposed four toasts. He mentioned the people who have helped all of us come
through this. He toasted our Senior Tutor, Marina Frasca Spada and Interim Bursar, David Secher. And he
toasted the College staff for their exceptional work and care. He went on to toast the finalists and the
MPhils, the students who are leaving. Then, as we prepared to raise glasses of wine in front of computer
screens, he proposed the toast to the College in its traditional form: FLOREAT ANTIQUA DOMUS.



Reflections from the Fellowship
Dr Thomas Nelson, Research Fellow in Classics

When lockdown began back in March, I decided like many others
to hunker down with a good book. I figured this was a good
opportunity to re-read Homers Iliad in its entirety and to escape
from the bleak present through the distant world of myth. But I
should really know by now that the ancient world never gets you
far from the concerns of the present. From its opening lines, this
ancient epic resonates with our contemporary circumstances in
new ways.

The Iliad begins with a plague afflicting the Greeks, sent by the god Apollo to punish the
misdeeds of their leader, Agamemnon. The king refuses to return a female captive to her
supplicating father, who happens to be a priest of Apollo. In anger, Apollo rains down a
plague which ravages the Greek camp for nine days until the Greek warrior Achilles calls an
assembly and asks a seer how to resolve the crisis. It is only by returning the captive and
performing a lavish sacrifice that the Greeks appease Apollo's anger and avert further ruin.

This myth may be millennia-old, but it
has much to teach us about our current
situation. First, the notion of divine
punishment. Over the past months,
many people – from the Dalai Lama to
the UN’s environment chief – have
represented the pandemic as a warning
or punishment sent by ‘Mother Earth’, a
quasi-deified power akin to Homer’s
Apollo. In the broader Trojan war myth,
too, the whole conflict over Helen was
conceived as part of Zeus’ grand plan to
relieve an overburdened earth. The
COVID-19 outbreak is similarly seen as
an opportunity for nature to heal itself,
but also as a preview of the potential
climate chaos ahead. Apollo had to be
appeased – and so too does Mother
Earth. Humankind can’t simply go back
to how things were before.



The story also offers an object lesson in political leadership. Plagues in Greek myth frequently
follow after the faults and flaws of political leaders – think of Oedipus’ unwitting crimes in Thebes
which similarly bring down a plague on his people. In the Iliad, Agamemnon’s haughty arrogance
and initial inaction cost the lives of many Greeks, setting a pattern for his weak leadership
throughout the epic: a recent monograph aptly characterises him as a ‘pathetic despot’. His
negative example is perhaps one which some world leaders could have heeded a little more
carefully in recent months.
 
Beyond academia, Thomas is passionate about dance and music. As a Ballroom and Latin
dancer, he has represented England and Cambridge internationally and as a member of XS
Latin Cambridge, he is a UK Champion and WDSF World Championship Semi-finalist in Latin
Formation Dancing. His dance team has produced a socially distanced performance of their
Time routine which is available to view here.

Social distancing isn’t always easy if you are preparing ready meals in a labour-intensive factory or
delivering groceries to a sick customer. Many smaller businesses have reported much higher sales
during the crisis. Smaller outlets, like farmshops, have perhaps seemed safer and more welcoming
than supermarkets. Often what they sell seems fresher and more nutritious, and customers have
felt that they are supporting something worthwhile by visiting them. A local butcher told me that it
felt like a return to the High Street of a generation ago. He was coping with a surge in demand for
deliveries and found customers valued an informative and friendly chat and often asked why his
meat tasted so much better than what they usually buy elsewhere. Will this new interest in taste
and provenance last?
 
Food industry lobbyists are reporting that the fact Britain has not experienced a shortage during the
lockdown is in some ways unhelpful. The government has been able to relegate this vast and vital
part of the economy to low priority. We are used to this status as the nation has become
complacent about its food supply ever since we abandoned rationing in the 1950s. We enjoy food
cheap and convenient, and give little thought for the wider implications to the industry which
produces it. There is growing evidence that basic produce contains far fewer nutrients than it did
decades ago. When not dealing with COVID-19 complications, our health service is fighting
multiple, deadlier, diet-related conditions. 

Alumni Perspective
Alumnus William Kendall (m 1989), a serial entrepreneur and
investor in food and drink businesses, highlights the impact of
COVID-19 on the food production industry.

One in seven British employees are somehow involved in feeding the
nation. Unless they work directly in the hospitality industry they will
have been very busy over the last few months – an army of
farmworkers, factory staff and delivery drivers often working in just as
risky conditions as our NHS heroes but less on everybody’s mind as
we clapped from our doorsteps on Thursday evenings.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6PB9rwQJLZc&feature=youtu.be


A recent report from the USA suggested
that the cost of treating the consequences
of poor diet exceeded the entire
profitability of the US food industry. Back
on British farms many of our soils are
depleted of what makes healthy food, yet
farmers face an uncertain future as Brexit
takes us out of the CAP and our financial
life-support. Concerns over our economic
future combine with the possibility of the
reintroduction of substantial tariffs on
trade with the EU, our biggest trading
partner. And then there are fears over
new deals, hurriedly put in place, which
might threaten UK quality standards.

As an undergraduate at Corpus in the 1980s I witnessed the accelerated dismantling of
another great industry, coal. The wider implications of this policy were not understood and
great harm was done. We could though, even then, anticipate a future without coal.
Sometimes it feels like we are contemplating a future without good food and, it goes without
saying, it is unattractive.
 
William Kendall (m 1989) grew up on a College-owned farm in Bedfordshire. In addition he
now farms organically in Suffolk. He has been behind food and drink brands like New Covent
Garden Soup Co., Green & Black’s and Cawston Press. He is a director or trustee of several
international food and farming businesses.

Student Voices
Harry Taylor, third-year undergraduate reading History (and former
President of the JCR), describes his experience of learning in
lockdown.
 
After leaving Cambridge in a hurry a week earlier than expected, I was
stuck at home refreshing for the daily updates from the central University.
Moving through the scales it rapidly became apparent that what had been
unthinkable only a couple of weeks previous was happening. Easter Term
was cancelled. As my dissertation supervisor told me the next day, this
was the first time that his College, Peterhouse, had been closed since the
Black Death. As a finalist looking forward to their last hurrah this was
quite the blow, for despite its detractions, Exam term has provided many
of my fondest Cambridge memories in the past.



Being an historian I am not as affected by the disruption as many. This term was set to have only
a few supervisions and revision lectures – nothing compared to the dense schedules of many
other courses. The closure of libraries is making life very difficult, though. When I was making the
last changes to my dissertation, the inability to pop to the UL to consult some obscure volume
made itself painfully felt. Though fortunate in that I have somewhere to work, and can access
online materials, this is still a radical departure from everything that I had become used to over
the last couple of years.

There are some silver linings to this. I for one am grateful at not having to go into a very large hall
full of lots of other stressed people to do my finals. Despite this, I’d definitely still rather be in
Cambridge, sipping cordial in the sun on Old Court and contemplating our next cricket match.
Though we are staying in contact in our various ways – I’ve even joined a letter writing circle – it’s
this loss of the camaraderie of College life that is most striking about studying from beyond the
Fens. And for those of us set to leave at the end of this term, we will miss it.

A Tribute to The Revd Canon Jeremy Davies
The Revd Dr Andrew Davison, Dean of Chapel, Fellow in
Theology and Starbridge (University) Lecturer in Theology and
Natural Sciences pays tribute to Canon Jeremy Davies and
introduces new chaplain Revd Dr Matthew Bullimore.
 
Over the summer, our acting chaplain, Canon Jeremy Davies, will
be leaving us. Over the past year and a half, he has contributed a
great deal to College life. As Jeremy leaves, we are delighted to be
welcoming Dr Matthew Bullimore us as our new chaplain.
 
 



Jeremy has been with us since January 2019, and had helped us out as acting chaplain for a term
earlier on. He is no stranger to the College, having read English at Corpus (m. 1965). Jeremy was a
choral scholar, and has maintained a life-long involvement in music. He would later study theology, in
preparation for ordination, and the combination of English, Music and Theology has served him well
over decades as a priest that have seen him as both a university chaplain (Queen Mary College,
Cardiff University, and now Corpus) and responsible for the liturgical and musical life of Salisbury
Cathedral as precentor.

One of the joys of having Jeremy with us as
chaplain has been his great affection and long-
standing membership of the College, and his
recollection – warm rather than nostalgic – of
scenes from Corpus in the second half of the
1960s, and since. We also say farewell to
Simon, Jeremy’s husband, who is an opera
singer and teacher. His hospitality towards the
choir and chapel team has been much
appreciated, as has his company at dinner.
 
Jeremy returns to ‘retirement’ in Salisbury, if his
energetic combination of spiritual direction, and
of lecturing and preaching around the world can
be called retirement. We look forward to his
return to College as old member and former
fellow in the years to come, and offer our thanks
for all he has given as acting chaplain.

Matthew comes to us from Churchill College, where for the last two years he has been the Widening
Participation Officer. Prior to that his background was in theological education and parish ministry.
He has spent most of his working life on the border of West and South Yorkshire, in communities
suffering from long-term deprivation.



Matt, as he is likely to be known, studied theology as an undergraduate at Cambridge, before
receiving a scholarship from Emmanuel College to spend a year at Harvard University, working
mainly in the Divinity School. After an MPhil at the University of Manchester, he came to
Westcott House in Cambridge to prepare for ordination. While there, he completed a doctorate
under the supervision of Professor Catherine Pickstock (Emmanuel) and Professor William
Horbury (Corpus). He served his curacy in the Diocese of Wakefield, after which he was the
Bishop of Wakefield’s chaplain.
 
Matthew’s academic interests are principally in political theology and social ethics. He is
currently the Assistant Editor for Crucible: The Journal of Christian Social Ethics. He also writes
on ecclesiology (the theological study of the Church), vocation, and philosophical theology. In
2016, he edited Graced Life: The Writings of John Hughes, the collected essays of the late
Dean of Jesus College, Cambridge, with whom he had trained at Westcott. During his time at
Churchill, Matt was secretary to the University’s Black Access Working Group, and helped to
establish a project for black pupils in year 9 from Croydon. The focus of the project is
aspiration, leadership and community, and it works with black leaders from Croydon and
beyond to help pupils discern how they can be agents of change, and community leaders
themselves.
 
Matthew will be taking up his post as chaplain on 1 August, working closely with me as Dean of
Chapel. He has three children, aged twelve, ten and five.

Reflections from the Staff
Wendy Klein, Senior Tutorial Administrator, shares the
experiences of the Tutorial team as they work to ensure the
best for Corpus students.
 
Rewind to 13 March - I was wringing my hands about whether or not to
fly to Canada the next day for a two-week holiday, and then at the
eleventh hour decided not to go – phew! What a different world that
was. Now here we are, twelve weeks into working from home, and
everything around us has changed dramatically. First and foremost, all
of the undergraduates are being taught and are sitting examinations (or
assessments) from home AND online AND there will be no in-person
General Admission in June.

We are housing seven undergraduates and 50 postgraduates who were unable to return to their
homes.
 
Zoom has become an invaluable daily tool. The Tutorial team meet every day which has been
extremely helpful in keeping us sane. Our new Tutorial Administrator, Emma has now worked
more time at home than she has in the office, as she began with us mid-February. We also meet
bi-weekly with College Tutors and also with the JCR. Seeing those lovely JCR faces on my
screen the first time brought tears to my eyes as I realised how much I missed them all! We even
had a Zoom leaving coffee for Admissions Coordinator, Janet Rogers, as she retires after fifteen
years of service.



In the Tutorial Office, we have had to learn
novel ways to say "I don’t know yet" to the
many queries that arrive in our email boxes;
this is difficult when we pride ourselves on
finding answers for and assuring our students.
At the time of writing, we don’t yet know what
the 2020-21 academic year will look like, and I
certainly do feel for both the graduands and
offer-holders of 2020.
 
Bravo to all levels of the University and
College for the incredible amount of work that
continues to go on behind the scenes. I’m also
grateful to College donors, whose donations,
in addition to continuing to provide much-
needed hardship awards, are providing
financial help for items such as laptops,
printers, and so on, to help teaching and
assessments online to be fair and accessible
to all of our students.

One thing can be said, my job is anything but dull! I’ve just been asked to be a judge for the
Lockdown Corpus Bake Off. Just another day in the life of this Tutorial Administrator.

Jenny Reavell, Corpus's Project Accountant, discusses the College's
achievement of the Platinum Award for the fourth consecutive year in
the University's Green Impact Awards.
 
It started with humorous segments on wildlife creeping back into our towns
– the goats in Llandudno, the peacocks perusing the shop windows of
Ronda. But as lockdown progressed around the world we began to see
headline pictures of cities looking ever cleaner and greener – jellyfish in the
Venice canals, skylines without their smog clouds. And people started to
talk about the environmental benefits of lockdown. Will it last? I suspect not,
but I hope that these glimpses of an alternative environmental future will be
powerful enough to prompt new conversations and new efforts to protect
our planet.
 
The University itself has a target to reduce to zero its energy-related carbon
emissions by 2048 (though is hoping to achieve this ten years before that).
At a College level, we’ve been working hard to reduce our own
environmental impact over a number of years.
 



We participate in the University’s Green Impact scheme and are delighted to have again won their
Platinum Award. This level of award was introduced four years ago to recognise Departments and
Colleges that really step up to the challenge of the scheme. Corpus Christi is the only College to
have won a Platinum Award in each of those four years – a testament to the dedication of the
College’s Green Committee, students, Fellows and staff.

The new kitchens were designed to minimise energy usage, and the installation last year of irrigation
under the New Court lawn helps us reduce our water consumption. Of course, those decisions aren’t
driven only by Green Impact so, whilst I am proud of the College for achieving the award, I’m more
proud of the significant investments we’re making, and the fact that reducing our environmental
impact informs College-wide decision making.
 
The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) recognise that ending poverty and reducing inequality
have to happen whilst addressing climate change. The recognition in the SDGs of those
interdependencies is crucial: it is those who are already most marginalised who will suffer more in the
worst climate change scenarios. As members of the College and the University lead on research to
find solutions to these environmental issues at the macro level, the Green Impact scheme is our
opportunity to live out those ideals every day within our community.

The scheme focuses on
environmental areas such as
waste, energy management,
sourcing of food and bio-diversity.
Last year we completed nearly 100
actions and were one of 150 teams
taking part across the University.
My time at Corpus has seen us
significantly reduce our use of
single use plastics, introduce vegan
options for meals, recycle industrial
equipment, reinstate native planting
and install LED lighting in the
libraries. 

Jenny works in our Finance team and as a member of the Green Committee leads on our
submission each year to the University’s Green Impact awards. Before joining Corpus she worked
as Global Head of Risk for a large humanitarian organisation, where she spent a large amount of
her time working on pandemic planning and disaster preparedness.

https://www.environment.admin.cam.ac.uk/green-impact


Observations from the Past
Dr Philippa Hoskin, Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley Fellow
Librarian, reflects on Matthew Paris' flawed prediction of the end
of the world.
 
When passing through difficult times it is impossible to predict what the
future might look like – although that doesn’t stop people from trying.
Matthew Paris, monk of St Albans Abbey and writer of one of the most
famous chronicles of the thirteenth century (Parker CCCC MS 16 &
26), made one of the most embarrassing sorts of errors that an
historian or political commentator can make. He used evidence he had
collected over twenty years to predict the imminent end of the world –
and then had to pick himself up again when he was proved wrong.

Matthew was not alone in believing that the world was coming to an end: in the first half of the
thirteenth century there were many such predictions. Matthew chose the date 1250, persuaded by a
combination of observations about the natural world and the social and political state of humankind.
His work recorded unusual weather events – terrible storms and droughts – and other apparently
miraculous phenomena including rivers flowing backwards, visions of ships in the sky and sea
monsters in English rivers. He also noted the fulfilment of prophecies: the attacks of the Tartars,
earthquakes, eclipses and meteors, the deaths of princes and popes, the lives of men and women of
great holiness but also the rise of great wickedness and terrible heresy. All of these he used as
evidence, that the end was nigh. 1250 was, he thought, the culmination of the worst fifty years since
the time of Christ.

Bringing his life’s work to a conclusion he
pens this verse:
 
"Matthew, here your toils are o'er
 
Stop your pen and toil no more
 
Seek not what the future brings
 
What comes next brings other things"



When Matthew realised that he was wrong, he had to start again – although he seems to have
waited over a year to do so. But it was his job to record the events of his day – local, national
and international. He chose (as commentators and pundits tend to) to pass over in silence the
inaccuracy of his former predictions and began his next entry very simply, "In 1251, the thirty-
fifth year of the reign of King Henry the Third, the king spent Christmas at Winchester". And for
the next nine years, until his death, he continued to write about political life and financial affairs,
still retaining his fascination with extreme weather events and strange and miraculous
occurrences.

Fortunately for future generations, Matthew realised that despite its flaws, his work still had
value and instead of concealing his errors he let them stand, serving as a reminder that we, too,
can get beyond our errors and that in the work of others we must look for value even amidst
mistakes.
 
Image: CCCC ms 16 f. 246r

Corpus Boat Club Charity Challenge Success

Congratulations to the Corpus Boat
Club on their successful #2020IN2020
Charity Challenge.
 
From 6-12 June, 41 members of
students, alumni and coaches
participated in 200 activities and raised
£1,050 for the charity Wintercomfort.
 
More information about their challenge
can be found here.
 

Pelican in Brief is available on our website and all issues can be found here. 
The next (and final) issue will be published on 1 July.

For further information, please visit our website www.corpus.cam.ac.uk or contact 
Jane Martin at jmm56@corpus.cam.ac.uk
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